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WELCOME 
  

Welcome to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, the mother Church 
of the Roman Catholic Community, and seat of the Archbishop of Liverpool.  We hope 
you will fully participate in this celebration of the Mass, and that – along with so many 
others – you will experience the presence of God in this holy place.  

 
THE MASS 

 
At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, or the 
Mass, to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come 
again. 
 
The Mass is an act of thanksgiving to God for his saving work; it is a sacred meal which 
nourishes us spiritually and anticipates the heavenly banquet, and it is a holy sacrifice, 
making present the one true sacrifice of Christ our Saviour. 
 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is truly present at the Mass; in the assembly 
gathered as the Body of Christ, through his Word made present in scripture, but 
supremely under the appearance of bread and wine.  In the Eucharist the body and 
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ is wholly and entirely present. 
 
Strengthened by this sacred food, we go forth to build up the Body of Christ in this world, 
and to bring his healing and salvation to all peoples. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant for today’s Mass is Fr Stephen Lee. 
 

 
 

The Solemn Mass each Sunday is offered for all Benefactors of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SWITCHED OFF 
 

The use of private cameras, video or sound equipment 
 is strictly prohibited in the Cathedral  
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  all stand and join in singing 

 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
2 Come, almighty to deliver, 

Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 

 
3 Finish then thy new creation, 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly restored in thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
INTROIT  the Choir sings  

Laetetur cor quaerentium Dominum: 
quaerite Dominum, et confirmamini: 
quaerite faciem eius semper. 

Let hearts rejoice who search for the 
Lord.  Seek the Lord and his strength, 
seek always the face of the Lord. 

Psalm 104:3-4 
Gregorian Chant 
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GREETING  
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
PENITENTIAL RITE  all join in saying  

I confess to almighty God  
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned  
in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  
through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 
GLORIA  Mass in G - Franz Schubert (1797-1828) 
 
COLLECT 

Grant us, Lord our God, 
that we may honour you with all our mind, 
and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  from the prophet Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19 

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying, 
 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you came to birth I consecrated you; 
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. 
So now brace yourself for action. 
Stand up and tell them 
all I command you. 
Do not be dismayed at their presence, 
or in their presence I will make you dismayed. 
I, for my part, today will make you 
into a fortified city, 
a pillar of iron, 
and a wall of bronze 
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to confront all this land: 
the kings of Judah, its princes, 
its priests and the country people. 
They will fight against you 
but shall not overcome you, 
for I am with you to deliver you – 
it is the Lord who speaks.’ 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 70  all sing the response R. after the Cantor and after each verse of the psalm 

 
In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 
let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, free me: 
pay heed to me and save me.  R. 
 
Be a rock where I can take refuge, 
a mighty stronghold to save me; 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
Free me from the hand of the wicked.  R. 
 
It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 
my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 
On you I have leaned from my birth, 
from my mother’s womb you have been my help.  R. 
 
My lips will tell of your justice 
and day by day of your help. 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
and I proclaim your wonders still.  R. 
 

SECOND READING  from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 12:31-13:13 
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.  And I am going to show you a way that is better than 
any of them. 
 
If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I am simply a gong 
booming or a cymbal clashing.  If I have the gift of prophecy, understanding all the 
mysteries there are, and knowing everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move 
mountains, but without love, then I am nothing at all.  If I give away all that I possess, 
piece by piece, and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am without love, it will 
do me no good whatever. 
 
Love is always patient and kind: it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it 
is never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, and is not resentful.  Love takes no 
pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to 
trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes. 
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Love does not come to an end.  But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time will come 
when they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will not continue for ever; and knowledge – 
for this, too, the time will come when it must fail.  For our knowledge is imperfect and our 
prophesying is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect things will disappear.  
When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and argue like a child, 
but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind me.  Now we are seeing a dim 
reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face to face.  The knowledge that I have 
now is imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I am known. 
 
In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is 
love. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing the Gospel Acclamation after the Choir and again 
after the verse 

 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 
no one can come to the Father except through me. 
 

GOSPEL  
The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 4:21-30 
R. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you 
listen.’  And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words 
that came from his lips. 
 
They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’  But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the 
saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that happened in 
Capernaum, do the same here in your own countryside.”’  And he went on, ‘I tell you 
solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country. 
 
‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven 
remained shut for three years and six months and a great famine raged throughout the 
land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a 
Sidonian town.  And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many lepers in Israel, but 
none of these was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.’ 
 
When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged.  They sprang to their feet 
and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town 
was built on, intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and 
walked away. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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After the Gospel, all sing the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
HOMILY  

 
CREDO I   all join in singing the verses in bold type 

  
                 redo in unum De-um,      Patrem omni-po-ten-tem,   factorem caeli et ter-rae,    vi-si-bi-li-um 
 

 
   omni-um,    et in-vi-si-bi-li-um.       Et  in  unum  Domi-num     Jesum Christum,        Fi- li- um  De-i 
   

 
     u-ni-ge-ni-tum.    Et ex Patre natum   ante omnia saecula.     Deum de Deo,    lumen  de lumi- 

 

 
    ne,      Deum verum de Deo vero.      Genitum, non factum, consubstan-ti-a-lem Patri,      per  
 


    quem omnia facta sunt.   Qui propter nos  homines,    et  propter nostram  salutem    descendit  de 
 

 
      caelis.      Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto    ex Maria Vir-gi-ne:     Et homo factus est. 
 

 
    Cru-ci-fi-xus et-i-am pro nobis:    sub Pontio  Pi-la-to      passus, et sepultus est.       Et re-sur-rexit 
 

 
    ter-ti-a di-e,    secundum Scripturas.     Et ascendit in caelum:    sedet ad dexteram Patris. 
 

 
    Et i-terum venturus est cum glori-a,      iudicare vivos et mortuos : cuius regni non e-rit fi-nis. 
 

 
   Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum,    et vi-vi-fi-cantem:   qui ex Patre Fi-li-oque procedit.     Qui cum  
 
 

IV. 

C 
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   Patre et Fi-li-o   simul adoratur,   et conglori-fi-catur: qui locutus est per Prophetas.    Et  unam   
 

 
     sanctam catho-li-cam    et  apo-sto-li-cam Eccle-si-am.      Confi-teor unum baptisma  in 
 

 
    re-mis-sionem peccatorum.   Et exspecto resurrecti-onem mortu-orum.     Et vitam venturi 
 

 
     sae-cu-li.     A-        men. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL   

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY MOTET  a collection is taken for the upkeep of the Cathedral, meanwhile the 

Choir sings  ‘Jubilate Deo’ 
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his 
presence with a song.  Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  O go your way into 
his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and 
speak good of his Name.  For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: and his truth 
endureth from generation to generation.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to 
the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  
Amen. 

Sir William Walton (1902-1983) 
 

The Celebrant says 
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father.  
 
All stand and say  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O Lord, we bring to your altar 
these offerings of our service: 
be pleased to receive them, we pray, 
and transform them 
into the Sacrament of our redemption. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 

 

     The Lord be with you.        And with your spirit.          

 
     Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord.     

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right and just. 
 
 
SANCTUS  the Choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, 
Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass in G 
Franz Schubert 

 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing 

 

     The mystery of faith.         

 
     We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.       
 
 
GREAT AMEN  all join in singing 

 

    A-men.   A-men.   A-  men. 
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COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE SIGN OF PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
AGNUS DEI XI  all join in singing 

 


               -   gnus De-i, *   qui tol-lis  pec-ca- ta  mundi :   mi-se-re- re   no-bis. 


    A- gnus De-i, *  qui  tol-lis pec-ca-ta mun-di :   mi-se-re-re no-bis. 


     A- gnus De-i, *  qui tol-lis pec-ca- ta mun-di :         do-na nobis pa-cem.  

Gregorian Chant 
 
Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 
All join in saying 
R. Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  
 
Those who are not Roman Catholic, or do not wish to receive communion, are welcome 
to come forward in spiritual communion.  Crossing your arms across your chest will 
indicate to the priest or eucharistic minister that you would welcome his or her words of 
spiritual communion. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  the Choir sings  

Illumina faciem tuam super  
servum tuum, et salvum me fac in tua 
misericordia: Domine, non confundar,  
quoniam invocavi te. 

Let your face shine on your  
servant, and save me by your love. 
Lord, keep me from shame,  
for I called to you. 

Psalm 30:17-18 
Gregorian Chant 

 
COMMUNION MOTET  the Choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world. Grant us peace. 

Franz Schubert 
 

I 

A 
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HYMN AFTER COMMUNION  all stand and join in singing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1 Blest are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see our God, 
The secret of the Lord is theirs, 
Their soul is Christ’s abode. 

 
2 The Lord, who left the heavens 

Our life and peace to bring, 
To dwell in lowliness with men, 
Their pattern and their King. 

 
3 Still to the lowly soul 

He doth himself impart, 
And for his dwelling and his throne 
Chooseth the pure in heart. 

 
4 Lord, we thy presence seek; 

May ours this blessing be; 
Give us a pure and lowly heart, 
A temple meet for thee. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Nourished by these redeeming gifts, 
we pray, O Lord, 
that through this help to eternal salvation 
true faith may ever increase. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 
BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
 
May almighty God bless you:  
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  
 
Go forth, the Mass is ended.  
R. Thanks be to God.  

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY   
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Please be careful, and take your time, as you leave the Cathedral.  Please use the 
handrails if you are using the main entrance steps. 
 
Please use one of our Tap and Go machines to make a donation of £5 to the Cathedral.  
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk 

http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/

